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as the Ayeen-i-Akbari (the laws*of Akbar). Akbar's Admiralty, we find in the Ayeen-i-Akbari. looked to the supply and building of ships. Bengal, Cashmeer and Thatta in Sindh were famous for their shipbuilding industry, though ships were built nearly everywhere on the banks of navigable rivers or on seaboard. The organisation of a ship given in the Ayeen-i-Akbari, is sure to be of interest to modern-readers and we therefore make no excuse for making the following lengthy extract from Professor Mookerji's book :
"The second duty of Akbar's Admiralty was regarding the supply of men, of efficient mariners who knew the nature of tides, the depths of channels, the coasts to be avoided, and the character of the prevailing winds. Every ship required officers and men of the following titles and descriptions : (1) the Nakhoda, or commander of vessel, who directed the course of the ship; (2) the Maullim (the mate), who knew the soundings, the situation of the stars, and guided the ship safe to her destination; (3) the Tundeil, who was the chief of the khelasses or sailers; (4) the Nakhodakhe-sheb, whose duty it was to provide fuel for the people and assist in lading and unlading the ship; (5) the Sirheng, who had to superintend the docking and launching of the ship; (6) the Bhandaree, who had charge of the ship's store; (7) the Keranee, or ship's clerk* who kept the accounts and also served out water to the people; (8) the Sukangeer, or helmsman, of whom there were sometimes twenty in a ship; (9) the Punjeree. whose duty it was to look out from the top of the mast and give notice when he saw land or a ship, or discovered a storm rising, or any other object worth observing; (10) the Goomtee, or those particular khelasses who threw the water out of the ship; (11) the gunners, who differed in number according to the size of the ship; (12) the Kherwah, or common seamen who were employed in setting and furling the sails and in stopping leaks, and in case of the anchor sticking fast in the ground they had to go to the bottom of the water to set it free."
It might be noted in passing that Akbar was practically a free trader; the duties on exports and imports never exceeded 2i per cent.2 India could afford to be a free trader then. She may again become a free trader under a national government, but the present policy of free trade followed by a foreign Government is inimical to her industries.
The Venetian traveller Cesare di Fedrici, writing about the year 1565, states that such was the abundance of materials for shipbuilding in the eastern parts of Bengal that the Sultan of Constantinople found it cheaper to have his vessels built here?
*Ayeen-i-Akbari, by Gladwin, p, 193; quoted by Mookerji, p. 208